
Improving Your Home

Planning your home improvements
• Plan and visualise your project.
• Contact your local authority’s planning office and talk to a Planning Officer, or visit an online site, so that you 

can sense-check your chosen builder’s advice and check if you need planning permission

• Calculate the likely cost.  Use our cost of major renovations guide to get a feel for how much you might end up 
spending and explore some alternative options.

• Need help turning your dream into a reality?  See our Home Improvement Guide for a step-by-step process.
• Get at least three quotes – add at least a 10-15% contingency in case anything goes wrong or you make changes 

during the project.
• Ask to talk to previous clients, visit previous projects they’ve recently finished.
• Check if it might be more cost effective to mover to a new home instead, though we recognise the decision will 

be based on more than just cost.  See our real costs of moving guide.

Funding your improvements
• Explore different ways to finance the work.   Remember there are more costs than just the builders’ quotes.
• Decide how you will pay the builders.  One popular method is to pay 40% upfront, 40% during the work and 

20% on completion.

Making the changes
• Find a trusted builder - If you’re not sure where to start, we can help you with some tips from those who know 

the industry best. Explore our guide.
• Ensure that your home and belongings are insured – It’s worth reviewing your home insurance during and after 

you make the improvements
• Make a difference to your home – Even if you don’t have the time or budget to make big changes, you can still 

make striking changes to your home. Explore our guide to “Quick tricks to make a big difference”.
• Learn from others – real life stories from people around the UK who revamped their homes and learned a lot a 

long the way, could inspire you. 
• Consider improving your garden –Increase your property’s kerb appeal by getting green-fingered, and turn your 

outdoor space into a place for hanging out. Explore our guide to “Make more from a modest garden”.

Further considerations:
• Review your borrowing needs to help with funding your home improvements and beyond
• Consider borrowing more on your existing mortgage or re-mortgaging? Book an appointment to speak to a 

mortgage adviser
• Set money aside to save for the improvements and any unexpected extras 
• Protect what’s important to you (e.g. your home, contents and family) - Review your insurance
• Explore rewards to see if you can earn cashback when shopping for items for your home. Earn additional cash 

rewards by signing up to loyalty schemes
• Stay on top of your spending, explore ways to manage your money

Links to help you:
Planning your home improvements

Planning support

https://www.planningportal.co.uk/

https://www.roomsketcher.com/home-improvement/

Cost of major renovations
https://www.barclays.co.uk/mortgages/guides/cost-of-major-renovations/

Step by step process
https://www.Barclays.co.uk/journal/how-to-improve-your-home

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/housing/moving-and-improving-your-home/help-with-

home-improvements/

The real costs of moving
www.barclays.co.uk/mortgages/guides/real-cost-of-moving/

Making the changes
Finding a trusted builder/architect
https://www.barclays.co.uk/mortgages/guides/confessions-of-a-builder/

http://www.arb.org.uk/public-information/finding-an-architect/

https://www.checkatrade.com/

Quick tricks to make a big difference
www.barclays.co.uk/mortgages/guides/quick-tricks-to-make-a-difference-to-your-home/

Real life renovation stories
https://www.barclays.co.uk/mortgages/guides/real-renovation-stories/

Make more of a modest garden
https://www.barclays.co.uk/mortgages/guides/smart-ideas-for-modest-garden/
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